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Traditional Academic Publishing 
University Environment 
• Copyright is automatically granted 
to author upon the creation of an 
original work in a tangible medium. 
• Most universities have agreements 
stating that faculty own copyright 
in their scholarly works.  
 
 
Copyrights   
• reproduce 
• distribute 
• publicly display 
• publicly perform  
• prepare derivative works 
 
Transferring Rights 
• assign ownership of copyright 
• grant permission via license 
 
 
all rights? exclusive? perpetual?  
Publisher Agreements 
• Academic authors traditionally 
transfer exclusive, full copyrights 
to the publishers of the journals 
in which their articles appear.  
 
• Many disadvantages to this 
approach… 
 
 
Subscribers Only 
 
 
No Google 
No Course Websites  
No Professional Websites 
No Sharing with Colleagues 
No Reuse 
YOU may not have access 
Current Situation 
⇒ Publicly funded research 
 ⇒ Faculty time & expertise 
 
⇒ Rights given to commercial 
publisher free of charge 
 
⇒ Academic community 
purchases the work back 
from publisher 
Licensed Resources 
70,000+ journal titles 
450+ article indexes 
$4 million annually 
The “Broken” Journal 
• Issues/volumes/pages 
• 5000 words 
• Many months to publish  
• Not truly collaborative 
• Limited, elite readership 
• Stifle innovation 
• Perpetuate global inequity 
 
 
 
Promotion & Tenure 
• Books & peer-reviewed journal 
articles highly valued. 
 
• Blogs, wikis, website 
development, multimedia works, 
software tools, less so. 
Open Access Alternatives 
I. Publish in Open Access journals. 
 
II. Self-archive in Open Access 
repositories. 
I. Open Access Journals 
• Immediate, universal access 
• You retain ownership/control 
• Peer-reviewed, scholarly 
• Citation advantage  
PLOS Biology 
 
Mathematics 
Economics 
Finance 
Sociology 
Education 
Classics 
Where can I publish?  
http://www.doaj.org 
Author Fees 
• Some OA journals charge author fees 
 
• Author pays ~$1500 to defray costs 
 
• After article reviewed & accepted 
 
OA Author’s Fund 
Start Your Own OA Journal 
http://journals.library.mun.ca 
Open Access Journals @ MUN 
Open Access Journals @ MUN 
II. Open Access Repositories 
• Publish in traditional journals 
• Archive a copy of your work in 
an Open Access Repository 
 
Subject Repository 
Institutional Repository 
Memorial  
Archiving Published Works 
Published Works 
Peer-reviewed articles 
Book chapters 
Is that legal? 
Publisher Archiving Policies 
Publisher Archiving Policies  
Archiving Unpublished Works 
Unpublished Works 
Presentations 
Reports 
Lectures 
Teaching Aids 
Data sets 
Performances 
Video, multimedia 
Creative Commons Licenses  
• legally valid, no charge 
• you retain copyrights 
• allows you to prevent some uses of 
a work, authorize others.  
 
 
Creative Commons Licenses 
Attribution 
Attribution Non-commercial 
Attribution No Derivatives 
Attribution Share Alike 
OA Journals  
OA Repositories 
MIT Open Courseware  
Open Text Books 
Open Educational Resources 
Faculty Engagement 
P&T Fears  
Will OA publishing effect my ability 
to get tenure or promotion? 
 
US Federal Research Public 
Access Act of 2009 
• Federal agencies with extramural 
research expenditures of over 
$100,000,000 
 
• Results from research supported, 
in whole or in part, by gov funding 
must be made freely available 
online 
 
 
National Science Foundation 
Investigators are expected to share 
with other researchers, within a 
reasonable time, the primary data, 
samples, physical collections and 
other supporting materials created 
or gathered in the course of work 
under NSF grants.  
 
CIHR OA Policy 
P&T Solutions 
Statement of support from Administration 
Collective Agreement 
   We will regard a record of open 
access publication as evidence of 
service to the community, in 
evaluation of applications for faculty 
appointments, promotions and 
grants. 
 
Institutional OA Policies 
• Collective, university-wide action.  
• Faculty agreements to retain 
author rights, and allow open 
access to intellectual output.  
Harvard 
MIT 
Funding Models 
• Many models transfer the costs of 
scholarly publishing to the 
university. 
 
• Author’s fees, publishing platforms 
 
• BUT we already pay, so it’s just a 
redirection of funds.  
OA Success 
• 20% of peer-reviewed articles across 
all disciplines are now freely 
available 
The Tipping Point 
Digital Rights 
Management  
Digital Locks  
Gated Sites  
Three 
Strikes Law  
Industry 
Pressure  Corporate 
Money  
Open Access  
Creative 
Commons  
Public Data  
Open 
Education  
Student 
Movement  
Public Funding 
Agencies  
What can I do? 
• Publish in OA journals 
• Archive in Research Repositories 
• Use Creative Commons licenses 
on your unpublished works 
• Share your data 
• Support OA initiatives on campus 
 
Right to Research 
